4o               THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
RUSSIAN POLAND
In Russian Poland most of the Poles cast in their lot with Russia
when the War broke out. In Petrograd on August 8, 1914, Mey-
sztowicz, a Polish member of the Council of the Empire, and
Jaronski, a Polish deputy in the Duma, declared that the Poles
would repel the Drang nach Osten of the Prussians, in the hope
that the shedding of their blood, and their endurance of sufferings
in the struggle, for them a fratricidal one, would lead to the unifi-
cation of the Polish nation of the three partitions. This language
swelled into a mighty chorus of rejoicing when on August 14 the
Grand Duke Nicholas, the Commander-in-Chief of the Russian
armies, issued from Petrograd the following proclamation:
Poles! The hour has sounded when the sacred dream of your fathers
and forefathers can come true. A century and a half has passed since
the living flesh of Poland was torn in pieces, but her soul is not dead.
It lives in the hope that the hour will come in which resuscitated Poland
will reconcile herself fraternally with Great Russia. The Russian troops
bring to you the happy news of that reconciliation. May the frontiers
disappear that divide the Polish people, thus making of them a unity
under the sceptre of the Emperor of Russia! Under that sceptre Poland
will be born again, free in religion, in language, and in self-government
(autonomy). Russia expects from you equal consideration for the rights
of the nationalities with which history has linked you. Great 'Russia
comes to meet you with open heart and brotherly hand. She is con-
vinced that the sword which struck the enemy at Griinwald (Tannenberg)
is not yet rusted. From the shores of the Pacific to the Northern seas
the Russian regiments are advancing. It is the dawn of a new life for
you. May there shine resplendent in that dawn the sign of the Cross,
the symbol of the Passion and the Resurrection of peoples!
This manifesto, taken at its face value by most Poles in. Russian
Poland, aroused the greatest enthusiasm. On August 17 the
Gazeta Warszazvska (Warsaw Gazette) showed the general accep-
tance with which it met when it published the declaration that
had been made in response by four of the Polish political parties
in Russia. The declaration said:
The representatives of the undersigned political parties assembled on
August 16, 1914, in Warsaw welcome the proclamation of His Imperial
Highness, the Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Army, as an act of
cardinal historical importance, and believe firmly that after the end of the
War the promises expressed in the Proclamation will be fully realized,